Brackenwood Junior School

Learning Links 
Year 3 Autumn 2019
	English


	Writing
Character and setting descriptions

Stories with familiar settings
Instructions
Recounts
Poetry
Spellings and Phonics

The children will be given spellings to learn on a Tuesday. Spelling are then to be used in children’s writing with accuracy. Adults in school, including parent volunteers will listen to children read individual reading books as per policy. However, it is your child’s responsibility to let us know when they need to change their reading book. Books are changed on Mondays.

	Maths 

	Each term, the children will be taught aspects of: 
Number and place value; Addition and subtraction; Multiplication and Division; Fractions; Measurement; Shapes and Data and statistics. 
The children regularly complete reasoning and problem solving activities to develop their problem solving skills. They will also have the opportunity to work on their mental maths skills, times tables and arithmetic.

	Science


	This term’s topic are: Plants and Humans
The main focus of each topic is planning and executing scientific investigations, as well as knowledge and understanding of the areas covered. 

	Computing
	We have access to laptops and iPads in school and spend one half term dedicated to learning and practising specific ICT skills, although the equipment is also available for use in other subjects. We will also be following a program called Hour of Code. Here, children have the opportunity to develop their programming skills.
This half term we will also be creating our own animations. 

	RE (Religious Education)

PSHE (Personal, Social 
and Health Education)
Music 
	RE - The children will be learning about Hinduism.
PSHE – will be taught through a scheme named Jigsaw. This term’s themes are:
Being me in my world and Celebrating differences.
Music – taught by Mrs Storer. 
The children will also be learning songs for our Harvest Assembly.

	Theme

Harvest

What is special about our local area?

	Our first theme will work towards an exciting Harvest Assembly led by the children. In this theme, we will be learning about the process of harvest, how plants grow, why seasons are important and locally sourced food.  We will be developing our Art skills and will study the work of the artist Andy Goldsworthy. Geography skills will be needed to locate farmland in the local area. The children will also be learning lines and songs to perform in our assembly on Friday, 18th October at 9.30am.
Our second theme this term focuses on learning about what is special about our local area. Our specific focus for this topic is Port Sunlight. We will be thinking about what life is like in our local area, using our Geography skills to map routes around our local area and finding out all about the history of Port Sunlight. We will also be practising our Art skills by producing portraits of the founder of Port Sunlight, William Lever and in DT designing, making and evaluating the packaging for a bar of soap.


	PE


	Children need to leave their PE kits in school every day. Please ensure your child has a named kit in a named bag. As the weather becomes cooler, they can bring a pair of dark coloured tracksuit or jogging bottoms into school to leave with their kit for outdoor PE.
Your child may wear their PE kits for extra-curricular clubs but they must remain in school. It is school policy to not share PE kits and we do not keep spares in school.  

PE is on a Wednesday this half term then Tuesday after half term. We will be covering dance, gymnastics and invasion games this term.

	Behaviour
	At Brackenwood Junior School, we have lots of rewards for well behaved children. These include: stickers, certificates, superstar awards, Golden Tickets and team points. We also  have special awards for golden children every term.


	Homework

	Homework is given out on a Tuesday and is due in the following Monday. 
Children will receive:

· A rapid recall sheet which gives them an opportunity to practise an area of mental maths for 5-10 minutes each evening.
· A spelling sheet so that spelling can be practised daily before being integrated into their writing in the coming weeks. 
· A piece of Maths or English. This will have been explained to the class on the day it is handed out, but if there are any questions, call in and ask before it is due to be handed in.
We would also like children to read at home daily and for this to be recorded in their reading records. 
Each term, the children will be given a short theme-based homework too. This may be research, a presentation or to make a leaflet or poster about a given topic. You will be informed of these termly projects with plenty of notice and the children will be given between two and four weeks to complete them. 

Please sit with your child and encourage them to complete their homework to the best of their ability – you can sign their work and make a comment too, if you wish.
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Other information
	Lunches – children can order a lunch on a day to day basis. The 4 week lunch menu is available to download on the school website so your child can decide if they would prefer hot dinners or packed lunch each day. Dinners cost £2.30 to be paid on line.

Money – please remind your child that they are responsible for their own money. Help them by providing a named purse or wallet, and only supplying them with the amount they need each day.

Children can buy toast, fruit, and juice during morning play and costs between 10p and 30p.

Please allow your child the responsibility of returning any letters and/or money to their class teacher. Putting any money in an envelope with their name on will speed this process up in the mornings.
All children will be supplied with a new water bottle. Please ensure your child brings it to school every day. If the bottle gets lost, broken etc, speak to Mrs Nicol in the office about a replacement, or send you child in with any see through bottle. It should be refilled at home each day with fresh water (no juice please). 
We politely request that children are taught to tie shoelaces if needed.  Additionally no toys to be brought into school as they cause heartache when they get lost or broken.

PPA (Planning, Preparation and Assessment time)

This term our PPA time is on a Wednesday afternoon. The classes will be taught by the PE Coaches. After half term Mrs McIntyre (French) and Mrs Storer (Music) will cover PPA. 
Miss Worthington does not work on a Thursday, 3W will be taught by Mrs Tasker. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us either via the school office or on the playground after school if you have any worries or concerns.



