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   Friday 24th April
To all the children at Brackenwood Junior School,

I am writing to you at the end of what should have been our first week back in school after the Spring holiday. I am so sorry that we are not able to welcome you back to school yet, but we are all very much looking forward to seeing you soon. 

I hope that you and your family are safe and well. This is a very unusual situation- one which is so different to what we are all used to. Because of this, some of you may have become a little worried about things, and this would be quite understandable. However, it is very important to remember that everything will return to normal soon. It may just take a little longer than we would like!

I hope that you are enjoying all the extra free time that you have and that you are finding plenty of worthwhile activities to keep yourself busy. Do remember that time is such a precious resource and we should all try to spend it as wisely as we can. What a great opportunity you have to spend a bit of time each day getting even better at the many things you are already good at, and to develop interests in new skills and hobbies. I have spent my extra time doing lots of crosswords, learning to cook lots of new meals and playing board games with my family. I look forward to hearing about all the different things you have been doing, making and learning too!

I know that many of you will also be missing school, friends and relatives. We are fortunate that social networking provides us with many different ways to stay in touch with people, but please remember that you are too young to have your own accounts and that any activities must be closely supervised by an adult. If you have not already done so, perhaps you could ask an adult to help you to arrange to have a chat face to face with a friend or relative using one of the social networking sites that will let you do this. This felt very strange the first time I tried it, but I am getting more used to it now!

Finally, all the staff at Brackenwood Junior School are missing you very much, and I have attached to this letter some messages from them. We cannot wait until our school is open once again, and filled with the sound of wonderful, enthusiastic, hard-working children. Hopefully, we will not have too much longer to wait. 

Until then, stay busy, healthy and safe.

Best wishes,

Mr Holmes


                             

From the staff at Brackenwood Junior School.

Hello everyone! I hope you are all well and staying safe. I was really looking forward to seeing you all again after I went off to have my baby, Millie, so this isn't the start of the Summer term that I was expecting, as I'm sure it isn't what you were expecting either. 

However, I hope you are making the most of the strange situation and enjoying spending time at home with your families, finding ways to take care of those around you and most importantly enjoying this lovely sunshine! Hopefully we will get to see your smiling faces back at school before the Summer holidays. Until then, take care and stay safe. See you soon! 
Mrs McIntyre 
Hi everyone. I hope you’re all doing well and enjoying the sunshine. I’m missing you an awful lot and can’t wait to see you all very soon. Without realising, you will have all learnt so much over the past few weeks. All of which will have helped you to grow and understand the world a little more. I can’t wait to hear all about your time away from us and all the interesting things you have done. Keep making the most of this unexpected break. It will be over before we know it and you’ll all be able to tell the story of when the whole world stopped. Keep being kind, keep being patient, fill your windows with rainbows and stay safe. See you soon!
Mrs Balmer
‘The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.’ Even though we are not in school at the moment, you can still take opportunities to learn lots of new things. We miss you all and we look forward to hearing about all of the things you have learnt whilst you’ve been keeping safe at home. Best wishes, Mrs Lees. 

As we've watched the winter sky change from grey to blue, I think it's time to let you know how much we all miss you.

Hopefully, you'll use this time in a productive way and find a window of happiness in each and every day.

Much love, Mrs Woolley x
Hi everyone,

I just wanted to let you know that I am thinking of you. I really miss seeing you all and had been hoping to visit you all with my little Sophie, fingers crossed I still can before the end of July.
I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful weather, lots of precious family time and of course some school work, but, most of all I hope you are all staying safe and well.

Please keep smiling through these strange times.

Take care and see you soon

Love

Mrs Case x

Hello 3D! I hope you’re all keeping safe and enjoying this extra time with your families. I can’t wait to hear about all the different stories you have read when we are back together again. I miss you so much; look after your families and I’ll hopefully see you soon.
Best regards,
Mrs Dawson
Hi everybody, I hope you are all keeping very well. We are missing you at Brackenwood Junior School and we do hope that we can see you all again very soon. Take care everybody. 
from Mr Farrell, Mrs Johns and Mrs Cotter. 
Hi everyone, hope you're keeping well and enjoying the sunshine! We miss you all very much and can't wait to have you all back with us as soon as we're able to. 
Stay safe. Lots of love Mrs Johnson, Mrs Nicol and Mrs Jadeja  
Hello 5K,

I miss you all so much and I hope you are well. I am extremely grateful for the memories we shared together so far this school year and I hope that through whatever the future holds, we can make more together. Make sure you are practising your times tables and try to do a bit of reading every day. I look forward to seeing you all soon. Stay safe.

Mr Kelly.

Dear 4C, I hope you all had a lovely Easter and are enjoying the sunshine. I am missing you all and can’t wait to see all your smiles when we are back together Keep smiling everyone, keep safe and look after yourself and your families. See you soon! 

Mrs Cartner
Hi Everyone

I hope you are all okay and able to get into the garden to enjoy the sunshine. I am sure you have been having fun playing football or on your trampoline. Did you all have a good Easter and receive lots of chocolate eggs? I have eaten mine but do have my eye on Mr Ward’s, he always saves his until everyone else has eaten theirs! I think he just likes to tease me!

I have been trying to get out and do my daily exercise. We live near the countryside so on my walk or cycle ride I can see the calves and the lambs in the fields. It has been lovely watching them play and enjoy the warmth of the Spring sunshine. Hope you are able to do your exercise too. 

I am in school tomorrow looking after the children of Key Workers, I am looking forward to it. I am missing you all. It is strange being in school when most of you are not there. I am looking forward to you all coming back soon. 

Year 6, I am sorry that you are unable to take your SATS exams after working so hard for them. I know you would all have done brilliantly so don’t worry. However, I am desperate to do the show with you and give you the farewell you deserve. So let’s hope we can get back sooner rather than later.

Look after yourselves, stay at home and be safe.

Keep washing your hands.

Love Mrs Ward 
To all the children in 4K, I am missing you all so much especially all your news, funny stories and facts that you all love to share. I hope you are enjoying learning at home with your families, you are managing to read lots and are practising your times tables. Please make sure you have lots and lots of fun too! Enjoy getting out in the fresh air as often as you can, play games and be kind to your new teachers! Remember it’s ok to have marshmallows in your head on a Friday. Be good and stay safe. Mrs Kavanagh

Dear Year Four,
I miss you all,

I miss your mess

And even the stress.

But overall

I miss your call

Miss! Miss! Miss!

Best wishes, keep safe,

Mrs Lynch

Just a few sentences to say how much I’m missing you all. If you are apart then sometimes it’s tricky to say exactly what it is that you miss.  Not this time.  I miss your cheery, ‘Hellos,’ in the corridors, the sound of your laughter and excitement in the playground, the intense quietness when you are engrossed with a task and, most of all, our conversations together.  I hope to see you very soon when we can make the most of what’s left of our time this year.

Best wishes, 

Mrs Moss
Hi 3W. 
We hope that you are safe and well. Try to enjoy the time with your family, enjoy the sunshine and remember to help with jobs at home. 

We are missing you all very much and hope to see you soon. 

Love

Miss Worthington and Miss Jones x 

Hi Brackenwood Juniors, 
I hope you and your families are well and are enjoying the glorious weather. Hopefully, we will return to school soon. I miss you all and the hustle and bustle - school is so quiet without most of you there!

Stay safe, love from Mrs Powley x
Hi everyone!

How are you doing? I hope you are all well and keeping safe and healthy. It’s strange not being in school and seeing you all every day. I really miss that. I hope you are all keeping up with your yoga and mindfulness activities, especially 3W – have you been on a Cosmic Kids adventure while you’ve been at home? Or practised the fun songs we were learning?

In my house, our 2 cats (Billy and Cheeky) have been enjoying people being around all the time and our guinea pig (Daisy) has enjoyed munching on grass all day, every day. The little dog in our school video (Susie) belongs to a neighbour, but she has also enjoyed calling round to see us every day. Big Ted has also been having a few adventures – you might have seen him on our school Twitter page being a clown one day and a gardener the next! Look out for him, if you haven’t already spotted him already!

I’m looking forward to seeing you all again soon. Until then, stay safe and be good.

Love Mrs Tasker
Hello 5W,
This is now our 5th week of no school. Mrs Egan and I are missing you terribly and wondering how you’ve been getting on. How have you been keeping active? In the Webster house, we’ve had a few walks and bike rides and have spent lots of time in our garden. Mrs Egan has been giving Marley his daily walks across the meadow. We’re all making sure we stay ‘socially distant’ from others and avoid busy places. It’s easy to be lazy and stay on a screen all day but it doesn’t make you feel good if you do it too often. We generally end the day with a film. Esther picked Big Hero 6 last night and tonight we’re watching Black Panther (Nathan’s choice).

Feel free to complete the work packs or do other activities. For instance, today my children and I made a soup for lunch and while it was simmering in the pan they wrote up the recipe and method. Yesterday, Nathan worked hard on his SATs revision books but tomorrow we’re going to be doing more arts and crafts. It’s good to keep each day different and have something fun to look forward to. If your parents are trying to work from home, it may be tricky but try and be good and help them by keeping yourself busy.
How have you been keeping in touch with your friends and family? Letters, messages, shouting as loud as you can from your front door? (Only kidding!)
I’d love to hear from you. Please Tweet if you can. Mrs Egan and I are looking forward to getting back to school, getting back into our normal routine and seeing you all. We hope you stay safe and happy.

Take care,
Mrs Webster & Mrs Egan xx

PS. Sticklet & Rampage are being well behaved and are getting well cared for. Esther has made sure of that!
Brackenwood Junior School











