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Summer 1 News  (April 2017)
I would like to wish everyone a warm welcome back after the Spring break. We have a very busy Summer term ahead. Please take the time to read this update carefully so that you are fully informed of all that is taking place.
Staffing Updates
There are two pieces of news to bring you regarding members of staff. Firstly, congratulations to Miss Lowry, who was married over the Spring Break and returns to school as Mrs Balmer. Secondly, Mrs Case will be leaving us at half-term to begin her period of maternity leave.
School Closures
Please note that the school will be closed on the following days this term.
Monday 1st May (Bank Holiday)

Thursday 4th May (INSET Day and Polling Day)

Thursday 8th June (INSET Day and General Election)
Music Concert

A music concert will take place on Tuesday 23rd May, giving all those who play an instrument an opportunity to perform to an audience. Parents who have children performing in this concert will be invited to attend. The concert will start at 9.15am.

E-Safety Event

We will be holding an E-Safety workshop on Tuesday 16th May between 1.30pm and 3.30pm. The first hour will consist of a presentation to parents discussing ways they can manage security and privacy settings on their home Internet and mobile devices. We will also look at how you can develop a relationship with your children in using technology in the home. In the second hour, children of those parents attending are invited to work with them on iPads and make digital content. We will talk about what they do with this content in regards to where and how it should be shared. We can accommodate a maximum of 30 parents during this session. If you are interested in attending, please contact the school office.

11+ Meeting for Year 5 Parents

There will be a short 11+ information meeting for Year 5 parents on Monday 22nd May at 3.45pm. During the meeting, parents will be informed about the structure and format of the tests and what they can do to support their child at home. 
New Ferry

We are now three weeks on from the explosion that rocked New Ferry. Immediately after this happened, three members of our staff visited the site to drop off donations from a local bakery and to speak to a member of the Port Sunlight Trust to explore ways we as a school could offer support to those affected. We have been advised by the Trust that the best support at this stage would be in the form of a financial contribution, due to the overwhelming support they have already received in donations of clothes, toys etc. Therefore, we will be holding a non-uniform and slipper day on Friday 28th April and inviting parents and children to make voluntary financial donations. In addition to wearing their own clothes, children are invited to bring in a pair of slippers which they will be allowed to change into during lessons.

Request for Help from Year 3 Parents

If any parents who went through the transition process with their children in September 2016 would like to share their experiences with Y2 parents over a cup of tea or coffee at our Open Morning next week, please contact the school office. 
Governor News
The Spring term that has just finished is a busy period for the school management team and the Governors as we continue to look at the School performance and the budget for the up and coming year ahead. The combined challenge is to ensure that we prioritise as much of the available resources we have got into the areas that give the maximum benefit to our children.
During the term many of our Governors have enjoyed being directly involved with the children during their classroom visits and various school trips. They also got involved at the last well attended Parent Forum meeting where they got to hear first-hand positives and issues from the parents and were involved in any new ideas.
We all see how much the children enjoy the theme events put on through the school and we saw this in the array of Scientists and other outfits and props the children brought in at the end of Science week. It’s good to see that our children can get so much enjoyment out of their education.
We would always encourage parents to engage with the school on the issues important to yourselves be that via the school questionnaire, the Parent Forum meetings or any other means available to you. If you wish to discuss any appropriate issues with the Governors, then please approach us or ask to speak to one of us via the school office and we can arrange some time to have a chat.
Finally, at the end of the Spring term we all heard the news that Mrs. Arnold is leaving us to move to a head post elsewhere. I am sure you will join us in congratulating Mrs. Arnold on her new appointment, thank her for all her hard work whilst with us at Brackenwood Juniors and wish her luck.
Attendance and Holiday Requests

Whole School attendance currently stands at 95.8% and the school’s attendance target is 97% for the academic year. Please help us to achieve this target by ensuring your child attends school whenever possible and by avoiding requests for authorised absence unless absolutely essential. 

School Uniform

The vast majority of children arrive at school on a daily basis dressed very smartly in proper school uniform, acceptable school shoes and, for those that wish to wear them, with appropriate hair accessories etc. We ask for the cooperation of all parents in ensuring that children are dressed in the correct uniform at all times and that all articles of clothing are named. I have included details below as a reminder.

Trousers, skirt, shorts  -  Grey or black

Shirt, blouse, polo shirt  -  White

Sweatshirt, jumper, cardigan  -  Bottle green

Summer dress  -  Green/white striped or check

Shoes or sandals  -  Black

Trainers are not allowed to be worn throughout the day

Please note that jewellery is not to be worn, in the interests of health and safety, except for stud earrings which should be removed for PE and Swimming. Long hair should be tied back, and extravagant hair styles and accessories are not permitted.

Items of uniform are available from Wirral Uniform Shop in Birkenhead, Tesco, or from our own supply of good quality seconds. 

Thank you for your support with this.
Forthcoming Diary Dates  

(Events which specifically involve parents are given in bold)
	Tuesday 18th April
	Pupils in
3W Swimming all week

	Monday 24th April
	3O swimming all week

	Tuesday 25th April
	Learning Links letters to parents

Y5 Bikeability Training

	Wednesday 26th April
	Y2 Open Morning

	Monday 1st May
	Bank holiday – school closed

	Tuesday 2nd May
	Y5 Bikeability Training
Y4 Visit to World Museum

	Wednesday 3rd May
	Y5 Enterprise Event

	Thursday 4th May
	INSET day – school closed to pupils

	Monday 8th May
	SATs Week Y6

	Thursday 11th May
	Y3 Visit to Chester Zoo

	Tuesday 16th May
	E-Safety Event (1.30pm)

	Monday 22nd May
	Road Safety Week

11+ meeting for Year 5 parents (3.45pm)

	Tuesday 23rd May
	Music Concert (9.30am)

	Wednesday 24th May
	Y6 Road Safety talk

	Monday 29th May
	Half-Term Week

	Monday 5th June
	Pupils in

	Thursday 8th June
	INSET day – school closed to pupils

	Tuesday 13th June
	Parent Forum

	Friday 16th June
	Y5 Visit to WGSG (Science Workshop)

	Monday 19th June
	Travelling Book Fair (all week)

	Saturday 24th June
	Summer Fair 2pm

	Friday 7th July
	End of Year Reports issued to parents

	Monday 10th July
	Sports Week

	Tuesday 11th July
	Sports Day (9.30am)

	Wednesday 12th July
	Secondary Transfer Day / Induction day

	Thursday 13th July
	Reserve Sports Day (9.30am)

	Friday 14th July
	Y6 Visit to Thurstaston

	Thursday 20th July
	Y6 Leavers Assembly

Y6 Leavers Disco and BBQ 4.30-6pm

	Tuesday 25th  July
	School Closes
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