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September Newsletter (Autumn 1)     









Welcome Back

I would like to wish everyone a warm welcome back to Brackenwood Junior School after the long summer break. It is wonderful to see the children returning to school happy and healthy, ready for the new school year. Our new Year 3 children have settled in brilliantly and are quickly getting used to their new routines, and I know that our new Year 6 children are going to provide superb roles this year. Please read this latest newsletter carefully. There is a great deal of useful information.
September Curriculum Meetings

I cannot stress how important these meetings are and would strongly advise you to attend. You will have the opportunity to meet the team of teachers and teaching assistants who will be supporting your child this year, and you will receive all the important information about curriculum coverage and other matters that will enable you to assist your child fully throughout the year.  The Year 6 meeting will also contain important information regarding secondary transfer. Dates and times were issued before the holiday but they are included as a reminder below. Please do come!
Year 6: Monday 12th September, 4.30pm

Year 5: Monday 12th September, 3.45pm

Year 4: Tuesday 13th September, 4.30pm

Year 3: Tuesday 13th September, 3.45pm

A crèche will be made available for younger children on both evenings.

Photographer

The photographer will be in school on the morning of Thursday 15th September to take individual child and family photographs. Family photographs involving Junior children only will be arranged by the school. However, if parents would like family photographs to include children at Brackenwood Infant School, they are welcome to come to the school hall between 8.30am and 8.50am for the photograph to be taken.

Extra-Curricular Clubs

If you have not done so already, please do sign your child up for at least one extra-curricular activity. Our aim is to involve as many children as possible in these clubs and there are many to choose from. 
Music Lessons

Many children are already signed up for music lessons, but if you are interested, please see the school office for more details. The range of instruments on offer includes guitar, keyboard, violin, flute, clarinet, trumpet and saxophone.
Invitations to Parents of Children in Year 3

School Dinner: Year 3 parents are invited to come into school to have lunch with their children on Wednesday 5th October at 12.00pm. This is a great opportunity to taste for yourselves the quality of the food provided in the canteen. 

Harvest Assembly: As part of their Autumn Term Curriculum, Year 3 children present a Harvest Assembly to the rest of the children in the school. Y3 Parents and relatives are welcome to attend this event, and refreshments are provided. This will take place on Thursday 13th October (9.15am). More details will follow shortly on both of these forthcoming events.

Pastoral Care

Support staff are available each morning from 8.30am to 8.55am to support you and your child if they are not happy in school. Please come into school to see a member of staff if your child is struggling with any aspect of school-life. For more serious behavioural issues, academic concerns, or non-school related issues, however, parents should make an appointment to see the class teacher. 

Support Staff:

Year 3- Mrs Butler or Mrs Wallis

Year 4- Mrs Jones or Mrs Jump

Year 5- Mrs Egan or Mrs Nevin

Year 6- Mrs Case or Mrs Moss

Open Evening

Please ensure you have the date of Tuesday 18th October in your diaries. We will be holding an open evening between 3.45pm and 6.00pm on this day and you are invited to come into school with your child to speak to your child’s teacher and look through your child’s work. This event is designed to replace the more formal individual parent consultations that we have provided in the past, but individual parent consultations will still be offered this term to parents who would like one. 
Attendance

New attendance boards are now visible around school and we will be tracking the attendance of each class carefully and awarding prizes this year. Please ensure your child’s attendance is as high as possible throughout the year and that they arrive for school punctually each morning.
Anti-Bullying
Brackenwood Junior School does not tolerate bullying of any kind. If you think your child may be the victim of bullying, please contact the school immediately.

INSET Days and Staff Training

Our first two INSET days of the school year took place on Monday 1st September and Tuesday 2nd September. The first of these focused on an exploration into the latest educational research, identifying the strategies which have the most impact on pupil progress and reflecting upon ways in which aspects of classroom practice (such as questioning skills, growth mind-set development and working memory) can be enhanced to maximise outcomes for pupils. The second INSET day consisted of subject development workshops in English, Maths and the Thematic Curriculum to ensure that curriculum delivery in these areas across the school remains consistently high. Our next INSET day takes place on Friday 21st October.
School Uniform
I am very impressed with how smartly the vast majority of pupils look in their school uniforms. Please do your very best to ensure that children wear the correct uniform every day. As a reminder… 
Trousers, skirt, shorts  -  Grey or black

Shirt, blouse, polo shirt  -  White

Sweatshirt, jumper, cardigan  -  Bottle green

Summer dress  -  Green/white striped or check

Shoes or sandals  -  Black

Trainers are not allowed to be worn throughout the day

Please also provide them with a pair of white trainers for outdoor PE. Thank you.
We have a second-hand school uniform shop with good quality items on sale at minimal prices. Please ask for Mrs Jump at the school office for more details.  

Parental Feedback

Thank you to those who responded to our questionnaire in July. Feedback was very positive, supportive and useful, and I look forward to sharing the outcomes of this survey with you shortly. In the meantime, if you have any concerns whatsoever about any aspect of our school, please do raise the issue with myself or a member of staff. 

There are a number of ways parents can provide the school with feedback. There is a suggestion box in the school foyer, which we encourage all parents to use. I also look forward to running Parent Forum meetings once again this year. These will now take place once per term. The meetings provide an excellent opportunity for parents to get involved in discussion about current practice and new initiatives which will ultimately be of benefit to the children.  The first Parent Forum meeting of the school year will take place on Tuesday 8th November at 6pm.

Autumn Term Diary Dates

Please find a full list of diary dates below.
	

	Monday 5th September
	Staff Development Day 1

	Tuesday 6th September
	Staff Development Day 2

	Wednesday 7th September
	School Opens to Pupils

	Monday 12th September
	Curriculum Meetings (Year 5 and Year 6)

	Tuesday 13th September
	Curriculum Meetings (Year 3 and Year 4)

	Monday 19th September
	11+ Tests

	Tuesday 20th September
	Y3 Visit to Storeton Woods

	Monday 26th September
	Y4 Kingswood 3 Day Residential

	Tuesday 27th September
	Y5 Space Workshop

	Thursday 29th September
	Y6 Visit to Styal Mill 

	Monday 3rd  October 
	4T Swimming all week

	Tuesday 4th October
	Y6 PGL 4 Day Residential

	Wednesday 5th October
	Y3 Parents School Dinner Invitation

	Monday 10th October
	4L Swimming all week

	Thursday 13th October
	Harvest Assembly & Coffee for Y3 Parents (9.15am)

	Tuesday 15th October
	Photographer in School

	Tuesday 18th October
	Y4 Roman Visit to Chester

Open Evening for Parents (3.45pm-6pm)

	Friday 21st October
	11+ results to Y6 parents

School closed to pupils – Staff Development Day 3

	Monday 24th – Friday 28th October
	Half-Term

	Tuesday 1st  November
	Parent Consultations 3.30 – 6.30

	Tuesday 8th November
	Y3 Visit to Port Sunlight

Parent Forum (6pm)

	Thursday 10th November
	Bike-it Breakfast/High Visibility Day

	Monday 14th November
	Anti – Bullying week

English Workshop for Parents 6pm

	Wednesday 16th November
	Y3 Flu vaccinations

	Monday 21st November
	Road Safety Week

Travelling book Fair (3 days)

	Wednesday 14th December
	9.30am Carol Concert

	Thursday 15th December
	2.00pm Carol Concert

	Monday 19th December
	Coverdale Puppet Show

	Tuesday 20th December
	Whole School Pantomime Visit to Floral Pavilion – Cinderella

	Wednesday 21st  December
	Christmas Fair & Santa Visit 

Christmas Lunch – staff & children 

	Thursday 22nd December
	School Closes to Pupils

	Friday 23rd December
	Staff Development Day 4


END
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